
 

Would you like to work behind the scenes of this historic museum, 
handle interesting objects, and learn about conservation techniques?  

As a Conservation Volunteer you will be contributing to the long-term preservation of the 
Museum’s collections so that they are available and accessible for future generations. 

What is involved in the role? 
Working under the supervision of the Curator, you would perform basic conservation work 
on the Museum’s collections.  
This would involve some key activities 

 Performing basic conservation work on the Museum’s collections.  
 Supporting the Curator in carrying out regular environmental monitoring. This would 

include recording light, temperature and humidity levels in the Museum’s display and 
storage areas. 

 Looking out for any signs of pests - moths, ladybirds, beetles, etc. that might be 
causing damage to objects. This would include checking and replacing sticky insect 
traps.  

 Checking objects for damage or deterioration, including signs of damp or mould. 
 Reviewing and recording the condition of objects 
 Cleaning objects using the appropriate methods and materials.  
 Cleaning museum display and storage areas. This would include periodic ‘deep 

cleaning’ of floors, shelves, and other surfaces. 
 

Skills and qualities 
The role would suit someone who: 

 Is interested in museum collections. 
 Wants to learn about preventative conservation. 
 Enjoys working as part of a team. 

 Has a methodical approach, with an attention to detail. 
 Has good manual dexterity with a careful approach to handling objects. 
 Has good observation skills. 
 A willingness to comply with Museum policies and procedures. 
 A reasonable level of computer literacy. 

 

Benefits - Volunteers will be given the opportunity to: 

 Learn new skills   
 Improve their knowledge of preventative conservation practice  
 Receive training in preventative conservation skills and equipment  

 

Role Description: Conservation Volunteer  



Time commitment 

Volunteers would be asked to make a regular commitment of: 
 One day a week  
 For a minimum of 3 hours a day  
 

Training 

 No previous experience is required - training for all tasks and equipment use will be 
provided as necessary 

 Materials and equipment required for undertaking the activities will be provided by 
the Museum. 

 Gloves will be provided and should be worn when handling objects, unless 
otherwise directed by the Curator 

 Overalls and dust masks will be provided for volunteers working with objects if 
required. 
 

Work location 
Conservation will work will take place in the:  

 Museum building, either in the exhibition galleries, or storage areas located in the 
attic 

 Collections store located on the first floor of the Hilda Coles Centre.  
 Occasional use may also be made of the Learning Room, when available, on the 

ground floor of the Hilda Coles Centre. 
 
 
Please note this is a voluntary role, and the description is not a legally binding contract  
 
To find out more, and express your interest in the role please contact by emailing  
T:   01202 886116                       E:      collections@museumofeastdorset.co.uk 

 
 
Website: museumofeastdorset.co.uk 
29 High Street 
Wimborne Minster 
Dorset   
BH21 1HR 

 
 


