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What is this?  

 

A poor Victorian child would 

have invented lots of fun 

games to play with a piece 

of string. 

 

Can you think of any fun 

games you could play? 

 

Do you know the name of the game shown in the picture above?  

(Here’s a clue: it has something to do with where a cat might sleep!) 
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This dolls’ house was made around 1905 

by the Reverend Ernest Baker, the Vicar 

of Witchampton. He made it for his 

daughters; Mildred is pictured standing 

next to it when it was new.  

They called it “Rose Villa”. It was a simple 

homemade house. In the early 1900s, 

buying a dolls’ house would have been 

very expensive. Mass production      

methods since the Second World War 

have made dolls’ houses a more           

affordable and popular toy. Why do you 

think mass production makes things less 

expensive to buy? 

The wooden furniture was skilfully made 

out of old cigar boxes. Many household 

objects were recycled and repurposed in 

Victorian times. Do we still do that today? 

 

Close up of the dressing table. 
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Like today, the skipping rope was a popular toy played 

with by young girls. This is an old-fashioned skipping 

rope. It has wooden carved handles with metal collars. 

Some skipping ropes today are made of the same  

materials, but many are also made out of plastic, like 

the one in the picture to the right. Even the rope is 

made of plastic!  

Plastic, as we know it today, was not  available  in     

Victorian times, so they had to use the natural        

materials that were available to them. These included 

wood, glass, metal and china.   

In Victorian times, girls from rich families had fancy 

skipping ropes, made from expensive wood, like the 

one above. Poorer children would make do with an old 

washing line or a piece of rope with no handles.  
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This is a Noah’s Ark toy and dates from the 1920s. It is made out of wood 

and painted by hand. The toy set is based on the Bible story of Noah. He 

built his ark to save a pair of every animal when the world was flooded.  

 

In Victorian times, Sunday was a day of rest. The teachings of the Church 

said that Sunday should be a sacred day; you must go to church and you 

were not allowed to do any work. Children were not allowed to play or be 

noisy.  

 

However, some lucky Victorian children may have been allowed to play with 

a Noah’s Ark toy like this one. This was because Noah’s Ark toys were 

thought suitable as they relate to a Bible story. 

 

You can see this Noah’s Ark in our Growing Up gallery at the museum. It is 

displayed with many more animals entering the Ark. Come and take a look - 

see if you can name all the different animals. 
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This is Oliver Edward Hollingsworth with his penny-farthing bicycle. He lived in Step    

Cottage in Witchampton. This photo was taken in 1883. Oliver had been given this bike 

for his 10th birthday the previous year. Although it looks big, this was actually a small 

version of a full size penny-farthing. This would have been a very expensive gift. 

These bikes could be tricky to ride. The rider could easily be thrown over the handlebars 

- this was known as a “header” in Victorian times! 

The bike frame is made of metal and has wood handles. The saddle was leather and the 

tyres were hard solid rubber - these are all natural materials. Do you think it would have 

been a bumpy ride or a smooth ride for Oliver? 

This is an old fashioned penny next to an old fashioned 

farthing. These coins were used as money at the time 

the penny-farthing was invented. 

 

When you look at the coins side by side, can you see 

why the penny-farthing got its name? 
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This is Oliver’s penny-farthing bike, which is on display in the Growing Up gallery in the 

museum. 
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This is Larry. He is a very cute, jointed wooden toy dog. This means bits of him can move 

around, like his legs, and are not stuck in one position.  

He belonged to a little girl called Emilie. She was given the toy when she was very young 

around 1905. This was in Edwardian times, when King Edward VII was on the throne,  

after Queen Victoria. 

Larry is homemade using simple shapes to create his form. His joints are held together 

using small, sharp nails. These are very loose now and drop out easily.  

 

• Do you think you would have been allowed to play with something like this when you 

were 3 or 4 years old, like Emilie? 



8 

Museum of East Dorset: Toys from the Past Image Bank 

These toy model cars all date from the 1960s and 1970s. Real cars and vans out in the 

street would have looked just like these models at that time.  

The cars are made of die-cast metal. This means that very hot liquid metal was poured 

into a reusable mould to create the shape of the car. This means they could be mass  

produced, which meant they were quite cheap to buy. 

Other materials used in these toy cars are plastic for the windscreens and interiors and 

rubber for the tyres. 
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 These are both clockwork toys, which means they need a key to wind them up to make 

them move. Both are made from  a type of metal called tinplate, but one is much older 

than the other. 

The clockwork toy cart above dates from about 1900. When you turn the key, the rabbit’s 

ears waggle and the rooster’s legs move. At the time this was made, tractors like the one     

below would not have existed. People mainly used horses and carts for farm work.   

This colourful clockwork tractor belonged to a lucky boy in the 1950s. When it is wound 

with a key, the wheels turn and it moves along. It looks like the type of tractors used on 

farms at that time. 
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Toy theatres, like this one, were known as Juvenile Drama in Victorian times. This one 

dates from the early 1900s and depicts the story and characters of ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 

This popular story was written in 1865 by Lewis Carroll. 

The theatre is very delicate as it is made of paper and card. It includes handmade    

scenery and cut out figures, as well as scripts and other accessories.  

Toy theatres were an ideal entertainment in the days before TV. Children used their      

imaginations to act out stories and make up plays.  

A simple toy theatre could easily be made at home using some old cardboard boxes. 
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These cards were produced in the 1920s as part of the “Dainty” series of card games. 

Different themed sets were made. These ones have a wildflower theme. Each card    

contains an anagram of the name of a flower. Some of them are very tricky - can you 

work them out? 

 

This set has been bought in a shop, but it would have been very easy to make your own 

set at home, with just a pencil and paper. 
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Dolls have always been popular toys, particularly with little girls. This doll is over 150 

years old. Queen Victoria had a large collection of dolls that she had collected since she 

was a small girl; this made dolls a very fashionable toy. 

Dolls were very expensive in Victorian times because so many materials were used to 

make them and they had to be hand painted by a skilled toymaker. 

This doll is made using the following materials: 

 China for the legs and the arms. 

 Sewn fabric body and upper legs, filled with sawdust to give the doll weight and 

make it feel more lifelike. 

 Real human hair, carefully sewn onto the head. 

 Glass eyes, like marbles. 

 Handmade fabric dress. 

 A wax head and shoulders. The wax was melted over a high heat so it turned into a 

liquid. It was then poured into a wooden mould and allowed to cool and set hard. 

When it was removed, the face was painted.  

Although this beautiful doll looks old and dirty now, when she was new, she would have 

had lovely rosy cheeks and pink lips. 
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Dolls were very expensive in Victorian times and only a child from a rich family would 

have been able to afford one.  

 

This Barbie doll is made of plastic and dates from the 

2000s. 

Dolls became much cheaper to buy when they started 

being made out of plastic and could be mass produced 

in factories. Plastic can be moulded into different 

shapes, a bit like wax. 


