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How to use this Learning Pack 

Ý This Learning Pack has been developed to provide resources and     

activity ideas that encourage investigation into the lives of     

children during the First World War.   

 

Ý The Learning Pack comprises information, pictures of original          

artefacts and a range of suggested activities, (including class        

discussion ideas and individual and group work), which support    

local history and heritage learning.   

 

Ý It details the many areas in which children were expected to òdo 

their bitó towards the war effort, through school, home life and     

extra curricular activities, such as the Boy Scouts and Girl 

Guides, until it became an intrinsic part of their everyday lives.    

 

Ý We hope the pack will offer many opportunities to develop skills 

and learning experiences through debate, practical tasks and       

creativity and that it will prompt conversations regarding the day

-to-day lives of children during the 1914-1918 conflict and, in   

particular, their contribution to the war effort. We also aim to 

encourage deeper thought from todayõs younger generation about 

how the lives of children and attitudes towards children have 

evolved through the years to today.  
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Introduction 

 

¶ Britain declared war on Germany on 4th August 1914. The war was 
not expected to last long and most people believed it would all be 
over by Christmas. They also thought it would be like most wars    
before it. That is to say, it would be fought abroad and would not     
directly affect the daily lives of many people at home.  

 

¶ However, they were wrong. The war lasted for 4 long years and it 
soon became clear that everyone, (men, women and children), was  
expected to òdo their bitó towards the war effort. This was the 
first òtotal war.ó 

 

¶ This was the first conflict which changed 
everybodyõs daily lives. Many people faced very 
challenging situations. The First World War involved the majority of 
the  population playing a role. The contribution of every member of 
the community in the war effort, both young and old, was greatly  
valued and proved to be crucial to the successful conduct of the war.   

    

 Look at this Recruitment Poster:   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

This poster from 1915 was designed by Robert Baden-

Powell who established the Scouting movement. It 

shows how different sections of society are contrib-

uting to the war effort, including a scout.  

 

Activity Ideas:   

Ý Can you spot the scout?  How does his uniform differ 

from todayôs scouts?  

Ý What other jobs are the men and women doing in the         

picture?  

Ý What about the man with his hands in his pockets? 

What message do you think Robert Baden-Powell 

was trying to  convey to the public? 

Ý Design your own poster encouraging people to      

contribute to the war effort. 

 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ²ŀǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ  t{¢ нтмн 

Consider the ways in which 

the civilian population 

faced hardships. 
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¶ When the war broke out, children were enjoying all the usual      
childhood things, such as playing, going to school, doing their home-
work and helping with household chores. However, events happening 
around the world would change their lives forever. 

 

¶ Many British children were encouraged to lend a hand with the war 
work; they wanted to support their fathers, brothers and uncles who 
were away fighting at the Front. 

 

¶ The First World War affected all of British society. Around 6 million 
men volunteered or were conscripted to fight, leaving many important 
and unplanned gaps in the workforce. In addition, the new war     
economy created many new jobs to equip, arm and feed the armed 
forces as well as to sustain the civilians on the home front. Men, 
women and children left behind were expected to fill these roles, 
working in   agriculture, munitions and industry. Children everywhere 
now had many jobs to do, and those that lived in Wimborne and East 
Dorset were no different.  

 

¶ The population was gradually affected by increasing shortages of 
everyday food and fuel and by dramatic price rises.  

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Children quickly learnt to live without sweets. As a result of the war 
and German U-Boats sinking ships carrying food, sugar was rationed 
in Britain at the end of 1917, with further food rationing in 1918.  

 

 
Did you know?  

At that time, Britain imported all of its sugar from abroad. Due to the war, this was 

now in short supply. Therefore, people were encouraged to not eat sugar and it 

was even seen as being ñunpatrioticò to eat sweets. As an alternative special treat 

for their children, Mums made chocolate biscuits from a mix of flour, cocoa, butter, 

ground rice, mashed potatoes, egg and treacle. Do you like the sound of that? 

 

Ý Activity Idea: Why not research the recipe and have a go at 

making these biscuits yourself, to see what they tasted like? 

Why was food running short 

during the war? Why did 

this affect its cost?  
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¶ Due to food shortages, children were encouraged to grow fruit and 
vegetables and to help save food.  

 

¶ The òWin the War Cookery Bookó declared,  

 

 òThe child who saves bread is a soldier too.ó 

  

¶ They aimed to teach children not to just eat 
less, but to also eat slowly, as this was          
considered good for their health and saved food. 
It was important to keep the younger generation 
healthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Children were organised to do òpatriotic war workó in support of 
the war, regardless of their social class. This not only increased 
patriotism and raised awareness about scarcity in wartime, but also 
made the point that, if children were making an effort, so should 
adults. 

  

¶ After the First World War, wars would never be fought in the 
same way again. They would not only involve trained soldiers on the           
battlefield in faraway lands, but also the òcivilian populationó left 
behind on the òHome Front.ó 

   

What do you think òpatriotic war workó involved? 

 

Letõs look at some of the ways the children of East Dorset helped 
with the war effort on the Home Front during the First World War. 

What does the word 

ñ§]®ªr~®rfò mean? 
Vq]® r« ñsocial 

fz]««Ûò 
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This excerpt from the Wimborne Minster Parish Magazine, dated   
October 1915, written by the vicar of the Minster at the time, Rev. 
Fletcher, gives an insight into the importance placed on every  member 
of the local community helping with war work. 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

Activity Idea: 

 

Have a go at creating your own 

piece of persuasive writing. Imagine 

you are asking your friends, family 

and neighbours to help you with a 

very big task that will involve them 

giving up something that is precious 

to them. How would you persuade 

them? 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ²ƛƳōƻǊƴŜ aƛƴǎǘŜǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ hŎǘΦ мфмрΦ tIa 
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¶ Wartime conditions made the work of schools very difficult. Many 
male teachers had either volunteered or were called up for military 
service. They were replaced by women or by men who were not of 
military age or who were not fit to fight. 

Look at this photo. What do you notice about it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture was taken in 1914. These men are the staff of QE School, Wimborne. 
This photo was probably taken just before the outbreak of war.  

Now, look again at the photo above. How many of the men in this picture 
would have left to fight in the war, do you think?    

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ a95 ![.-лноΦлло όv9{-t-лпмŀύ 

Did you know? 

Conscription during the First World War began when the British government passed 

the Military Service Act in January 1916. The act stated that single men aged       

between 18 and 40 years old may be called up for military service unless they were 

widowed with children or religious ministers. Over the war, the age range was         

extended, reaching 51 towards the end of 1918. However, thousands of men        

challenged their conscription seeking exemption from military service. 

Group Discussion: Consider what it would feel like if the male teachers in your school suddenly left to fight a 

war. What effect would it have on those left behind? How would you feel if your older brothers, dads and uncles 

left too? 
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¶ Teachers felt it was their duty to rally support for the war among 
children and to organise them to do òpatriotic war work.ó This       
included collecting money for war charities, collecting recyclables, 
helping with the harvest, growing vegetables, sewing uniforms,     
collecting conkers and acorns, picking and preserving berries,       
entertaining and caring for wounded soldiers, selling war bonds and 
knitting òcomfortsó to be sent to the Front.  

Vq]® ]ªj ñcomfortsò ]|h µq· 

did the soldiers need them? 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ a95 .hw-моо 

The photo above was taken in 1915 in the playground of the primary 
school in School Lane, Wimborne.  

Ý ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΚ 

Ý /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǝŀƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ 

ŦƻǊΚ  

Ý Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅΚ 

Look at this photograph. 



aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tŀŎƪΥ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ 9ũƻǊǘΦ 

мл 

¶ There is much evidence, from local publications at the time and 
school logbooks, that the children of East Dorset villages and towns  
were heavily involved in òpatriotic war workó encouraged by their 
teachers. 

¶ The children are spelling out the words òThe Alliesó and F.I.B.R.E.S. 

 

¶ F.I.B.R.E.S stands for France, Italy, Belgium, Russia, Empire and 
Serbia. Why did they pick these countries in particular? 

Activity Ideas: 

1) What is ñpatriotismò? Think of other words which might inspire a feeling of        

 patriotism.  

* Go out onto the field or playground, or use the hall, and see if you can organise    

yourselves as a group to spell out the words you have thought of with your     

bodies, like the children in the picture. Is it quite difficult to do or is it easy? Does 

it require a lot of teamwork?  

* Do you think the teachers were hoping to demonstrate the fact that working      

together was important and the idea that ñeverybody countedò with this task? 

* If possible, ask your teacher to take a photo of you from high up so you can see 

how well you succeeded in your task.   

 

What other activities could you do as a whole class to encourage ñpatriotismò and 

teamwork? 

 

2) Story Starter: Imagine you are one of the children in the photo. Write a story, or a 

diary entry, about the day this picture was taken. Talk about your emotions and 

how it made you feel. 

3) Write an ñAcrostic Poemò using the letters of the words you have chosen as the 

first letter of each line. Convey your feelings around that word through the poem. 
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¶ Local School Logbooks are valuable sources of information for us 
as historians. They help us to build a picture about what was     
happening in our local schools during the First World War and the 
sort of activities the children were doing. 

 

 

¶ We can see from logbooks that the teaching staff changed several 
times over the course of the war in many local schools, mainly due 
to men being called up for military service. This would have caused 
considerable disruption. 

 

 

In this excerpt from Gauntõs Elementary School, the headteacher 
writes in the logbook: 

 

 

 

A year later, Mr Lock returned to the school from military service and 
Miss Burt had to leave.  

 

31 May, 1916 ñ Mr Lock left to join his regiment. Miss Burt commenced work as supply   

    teacher. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ {-мнлκнκм  
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ 

At Wimborne Council School, we can sense the Headmasterõs          
frustration when three of his teachers volunteered in this logbook 
entry of November 1914, right at the start of the war. 

13 Nov, 1914 ñ  Messrs Avery Bickell and Grosse have enlisted  in the 9th Hants   

    Regiment Territorial and will commence their military duties on 16th  

    inst. Only 2 of permanent  staff now remain, Headmaster and Mr   

    Wallis, and there is no definite  information of more than 1 supply to    

    replace them although Education Committee  have received  weeksõ     

    notice of these members leaving during period of war. To meet the        

    emergency and to provide  for the possible coming and going of supply         

    teachers, a complete reorganisation of school is necessary, a new      

    timetable has been drawn up and work which has been possible with   

    permanent teachers has been withdrawn and replaced with something of 

    a simpler nature. It will not be possible to adhere strictly to timetable or 

    syllabus. The chief aim of Headteacher will  be to keep instruction     

    going with resources at his command for the time being. 

Ý 
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¶ We can see from many local school logbook entries that children 
from all around the district, especially boys, were granted Labour 
Certificates or Exemption Certificates. These allowed them to be 
away from school to help with important war work, even when they 
were under the school leaving age.  

 

Did you know? 

In 1914,  education was only compulsory from the ages of 5 to 12. Many children left 

for full-time employment at the age of 13 and only half of the children stayed in school 

until the age of 14. It wasnôt until 1918 that education was made compulsory up until 

14 years old. 

 

Today, in England, young people have to stay in some form of education or training 

until the age of 18.   

EDMONDSHAM CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

23 Apr 1915ñ Charles Stevens aged 12 years is employed in agricultural work under the new 

   rule.  

19 Jul 1917ñ Number on bookñ38 including 3 boys on war work. 

7 Jan 1918ñ  Reginald Cobb and Tom Roberts (war workers have not yet returned to school.) 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  5I/ {-тκм 

MANNINGTON HOLT BRITISH SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

5 Jun 1915ñ  Labour Certificates received for partial exemption issued on 30th May for  

   William Hayward and Hubert Percy. They will now attend school as part-timers. 

17 Oct 1916ñ  Labour Certificates received for partial exemption issued Bertie Morgan. He will 

   now attend school as part-timer. 

22 Jan 1917ñ Total Exemption Certificate has been issued for Edwin Witherington who is  

   over 13 years of age. His name is removed from register today. 
{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-орκнκм 

HORTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

16 Apr 1915ñ A mother came on Tuesday and asked to have a girl of 11 years presented for a 

   Labour Certificate on 24th inst. That she may be at liberty to help the farmerõs 

   wife in the house. 
{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-плκнκм 



aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tŀŎƪΥ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ 9ũƻǊǘΦ 

мп 

¶ The area of East Dorset and its surrounding villages was largely   
agricultural. This means that a lot of the men who went away to war 
would have worked on farms and in the farming industry. Dorset 
War Agricultural Committee debated whether boys under 12 could 
be released from school to help. 

Study the school logbook entries from the time. Which tasks did the  
children help with? 

CANFORD MAGNA CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

15 Apr 1915ñ 2 boysñFred Roberts and Aubrey Pomeroy have granted certificates of                 

   exemption from school for the purpose of working on Manor Farm. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-фтκнκм 

SIXPENNY HANDLEY SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

14 Aug 1914ñ Attendance much depleted owing to farmers employing children in harvesting 

   work ñ no sufficient numbers of men being available on account of calling up      

   Reservists etc. 

 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {ƛȄǇŜƴƴȅ IŀƴŘƭŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

WOODLANDS SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

18 Jun 1915ñ  School closed for one week in order that the children may help at hay harvest. 

26/27 Apr 1917ñ School closed for 2 days owing to the urgent need of planting potatoes. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-мпмκнκн 

HORTON C.OF E. SCHOOL LOGBOOK 

15 Sep 1916ñ  School opened on Monday with only fair attendance. Some of the boys still busy 

   at harvest work. 

27 Jul 1917ñ Several children have been away hay-making this week in after-
{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-плκнκм 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 
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These are the pupils of Shapwick School in 1916. 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ a95 t!a-моу 

SHAPWICK SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

18 Jun 1915ñ Very poor attendance this week. Boys kept away for hay-making. 

23 Jun 1915ñ Only 6 boys present this afternoon out of 19 on the books. All employed in        

   hay-making. 

24 Sep 1915ñ Report of the Diocesan Inspectorate òthere were by the way no boys in this   

   group, all the elder ones being at work in wartime.ó 

9 Jun 1916ñ School closed for 3 weeks as boys are required to help with hay-making. 

3 Jul 1916ñ School reopened this morning. 

4 Jul 1916ñ Hay-making not finished. Only 10 boys present out of 23 on the books. 

4 Jun 1918ñ 4 boys employed this week for hay-making. 

28 Jun 1918ñ 4 boys employed this week for hay-making. 

18 Oct 1918ñ Several children absent this week, some with bad colds, others picking up          

   potatoes. 
{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-мнκнκн 
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¶ We can see that it was commonplace for local schools to shut so 
that the children could help with harvest work. 

 

¶ From the dates of the logbook entries, we can also see that this 
happened throughout the whole course of the war.  

Did you know? 

To combat the food shortage, many schools dug up sections of their playgrounds or 

nearby fields and planted vegetables, for which the children were responsible.  

In 1918, children in rural communities were granted an extra 6 weeks of summer holi-

day to help gather in the harvest.  

WOODLANDS SCHOOL LOGBOOKS  

14 Mar 1917ñ Owing to the urgency of the demand of Mr Lloyd George for the necessity of 

   growing food stuffs, volunteers were asked for among the children and 15       

   children offered their help. Miss Palmer has loaned her garden for the      

   purpose and it has been divided into 9 plots. Children began their work      

   today. 

Consider the following school logbook entries. 

WIMBORNE COUNCIL SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

29 Sep. 1914 ñ   Mr C E Panslow, County Horticultural Instructor visited the gardening  

    class and   advised with reference to the cultivation of the extra ground  

    taken to increase in a small degree the countryõs food supply. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-мпмκнκн 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 
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¶ In 1917, a call from The Ministry of Munitions went out for        
children to collect horse chestnuts - also known as conkers - and 
acorns.  

¶ Notices were pinned to childrenõs classroom walls, in parks and 
playgrounds.  

ACORNS AND HORSE CHESTNUTS 

NEEDED. 

 

THIS COLLECTION IS INVALUABLE 

WAR WORK AND IS VERY URGENT. 

PLEASE ENCOURAGE IT. 

 

Activity Idea:  

Design your own poster or notice encouraging children to collect acorns and  

conkers. How can you make it appealing to children?  

 

Remember: the children were not told the reason they needed to collect the acorns 

and conkers. It was top secret!  

¶ Children were asked specifically to collect the conkers òwithout 
the green husks.ó 
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Did you know? 

Ý Conkers and acorns contain a substance called acetone.  

Ý Acetone was used in the production of cordite, which was used to 

make explosives for the military.    

Ý During the First World War, huge quantities of cordite were needed for 

ammunition and to make explosives to fight the battles. 

¶ Before 1915, although some acetone was made in Britain, most was 
imported from other countries, like the United States of America.  

¶ Stocks of acetone ran very low from as early as 1914. It quickly   
became clear that an alternative supply needed to be found at 
home.  

Why were stocks of 

the chemical acetone 

running low?  

¶ In 1915, a chemist called Doctor Chaim Weizmann      
found a way to produce acetone from starch. It        
became known as òThe Weizmann Process.ó  

 

¶ Acorns and Conkers are a source of starch.  

 

¶ In April 1915, Dr Weizmann was introduced to 
Winston Churchill. Churchill could see the          
potential of using this new method of acetone 
production for the war effort.  

 

¶ Churchill asked Dr Weizmann to build a factory 
which produced acetone in this way.  

Hi! Iõm Dr. Weizmann. Do 

you know, I became the 

President of Israel in 1949.  

¶ The Royal Naval Cordite Factory in Holton 
Heath, Dorset, was established.  

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

: 
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ǿǿǿΦƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŜƴƎƭŀƴŘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

This is a picture of the 

Acetone Fermentation 

Tank at the Royal Naval   

Cordite Factory, in   

Holton Heath, where 

the conkers and acorns 

were prepared.  

¶ The children of East Dorset set to work collecting as many     
conkers and acorns as they could manage. These were then sent by 
train to the top secret factory in Holton Heath. 

¶ Around 3000 tonnes of conkers and acorns were collected by  
Britainõs children in 1917. (Thatõs a lot of conkers!) 

¶ Once again, children in local schools were given special permission 
to miss lessons to do this important war work, as we can see from 
school logbooks. 

HOLT CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

26 Oct. 1917 -  Closed school for one week to enable the children to gather acorns for RN 

   Cordite Factory, Holton. 

5 Nov. 1917 -  Reopened school. Children have gathered 125 bushels of acorns. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-мпнκнκн 

WIMBORNE COUNCIL SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

16 Oct. 1917 - H W Irvine and Mr Fox Strangeways visited school with reference to      

   collection of acorns for Holton factory.  

23 Oct. 1917 - School closed in afternoon and under supervision of staff children          

   collected acorns - 15 bushels. 

26 Oct. 1917 - Being a fine day, children sent away all day to collect acorns - 48 bushels 

   now collected.  

30 Oct. 1917 - 85 bushels of acorns sent away for munitions. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ  
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GAUNTõS ELEMENTARY / HOLT SCHOOL LOGBOOK 

26. Oct. 1917 - School closed at end of afternoon session until 1 November for acorn    

   gathering. 

3 Nov. 1917 -  As result of school being closed for acorn picking 107 bushels were sent to 

   Wimborne Malting Company, Poole Road, Wimborne. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-мнлκнκм 

The school logbooks mention that the 

fqrzhªj| f~zzjf®jh ñe¯«qjz«ò ~o ]f~ª|«Ú 

What is a bushel?   

The children could earn seven shillings and sixpence (7s.6d.) for 
collecting a hundredweight of acorns/conkers. In todayõs money, 
thatõs around 37.5p for collecting 50.8kg of conkers.  

Remember:  

37.5p would have 

been worth a lot more 

then than it is today. 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

¶ Although children collected a lot of acorns and conkers for the 
war effort, the overall plan to use them in the production of 
cordite for ammunition was not a great success. It turned out 
that acorns and conkers are not a great source of acetone and 
the production process wasnõt very efficient. Piles of unused 
conkers and acorns were left to rot.  
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Conkers and Acorns Activity Ideas: 

 

Ý Letôs have some fun with maths! 

 In todayôs measurements, we know that if the children collected   

 50.8kg of conkers, they would earn 37.5p. But, how many conkers  

 would that need? 

 The average weight of a healthy conker is around 8 grams. 

 

Ý Letôs get creative! 

 Conkers come from Horse Chestnut trees and acorns come from 

 Oak trees. The leaves of these trees are a very distinctive shape 

 which makes them easy to recognise. Using the leaf templates in 

 the activity pack, create a piece of artwork to put on the wall. Or, if 

 you have the real thing available, try some leaf rubbing using wax     

 crayons. Be as imaginative and creative as you can! 

 

Ý Role Play!  

 As a group, read through and act out ñThe Conkerersò script, kindly 

 supplied by Gill & Tony Horitz of Wimborne Community Theatre. 

 (www.wimbornecommunitytheatre.co.uk) 

  

 Once you have read through and acted out the scenario, consider 

 the following:  

 -  Design some badges which the ñWimborne League of Young 

  Patriotsò might have worn. 

 - Why has Alanna and Belleôs eldest sisterôs face gone all yel 

  low? 

 - Find out how to play ñGrandmotherôs Footstepsò and have a 

  go!  

 - Why do you think Nurse Coggin told the children to return  

  home?  
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¶ Growing your own food was very important during the First World 
War, as food was so scarce. The suggestion of digging up public 
spaces, like parks, to grow fruit and vegetables came in 1916. 

 

¶ In February 1917, Wimborne Urban District Council discussed    
digging up the local hockey ground if there was sufficient demand 
for allotments. 

 

¶ As well as helping with the gardening and growing vegetables,    
children played a very important role in picking and gathering fruit 
to be preserved or made into jams. 

Which types of fruit do you think 

the children picked?  

¶ A request went out from the county òAgricultural War Committeeó 
for children to help with the gathering of fruit. The children of 
East Dorset once again rose to the challenge. Local schools were 
encouraged to compete with each other to see who could collect 
the greatest weight of blackberries. 

HORTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

13 Sep. 1918 -  School reopened on Monday with good attendance. In accordance with  

   instruction from the Education Committee children were given 2 half days,   

   Monday and Thursday afternoons, to pick blackberries for the Government and 

   280 lbs were despatched during the week.  

20 Sep. 1918 - Half day holidays were given for picking blackberries on Tuesday and       

   Wednesday and 356 lbs were sent during the week.  

30 Sep. 1918 -  Half day to gather blackberries. 

Read the following logbook extracts. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-плκнκм 
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VERWOOD NATIONAL SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

4,5,9 Sep. 1918 - As many children as wished were allowed to go and gather blackberries  

    as desired by County Council authorities the gathering taking place    

    during afternoon sessions. 

12 Sep. 1918 -  14 Children allowed to go blackberrying. 

WIMBORNE COUNCIL SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

Sep. 1918 -  School closed afternoons (11-13, 17-19, 24, 30) to enable boys to gather  

   blackberries for the Ministry of Food. 

1 Oct. 1918 - Boys have gathered 1 ton 32 pounds of blackberries. Sent to jam factory at  

   Romsey. Teachers attended each evening to weigh quantity brought by each  

   boy. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-ннрκнκо 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ a95 

EDMONDSHAM CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

9 Sep. 1918 - Received permission during holidays to close school on certain afternoons  

   each week to enable children to gather blackberries. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  5I/ {-тκм 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 

Did you know? 

Ý At the time of the First World war, we used the Imperial            

Measurement System. That is to say, the berries were weighed in 

Pounds (lbs) and Ounces (oz).  

Ý Find out how many ounces are in 1 pound. Does this system seem 

quite complicated?  

Ý What unit of measurement do we use today to weigh things? Do you 

know what this system is called? 
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¶ Girls knitted socks, scarves, mittens and other articles of warm  
clothing to keep the British soldiers warm in the trenches on the 
Front Line. These were known as òcomforts.ó 

 

¶ This activity was known as òKnitting for Tommy.ó (British soldiers 
were nicknamed Tommies.) 

 

¶ There were many pamphlets and books produced at the time by 
wool manufacturers, associations and charities, which gave simple        
instructions for the much needed items.    

 

¶ The girls of East Dorset were extremely successful in fulfilling the 
task asked of them. Knitting and crocheting was a skill that girls 
were expected to have. 

 

The photograph below was taken in 1914. It shows a group of girls from 
Gaunts School knitting for the soldiers in the First World War. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ a95 
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Letõs look at the School Logbooks. 

HORTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

6 Nov. 1914 - Needlework scheme arranged in July is in abeyance at present as children are 

   busy knitting comforts for our soldiers at the front and making garments for   

   destitute Belgian children. 

20 Nov. 1914 - Second parcel of knitting containing 6 pairs of socks and 3 scarves was            

   despatched to Lady Ilchester today for the òDorsetsó at the front. Also some    

   underclothing for the Belgian children. 

Vq~ r« ®qj ñ,~ª«j®«ò      

referring to?  

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-плκнκм 

WOODLANDS SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

18 Dec. 1915 - Received 6lbs khaki wool from 20 Market Street Poole. Children are to make 

   into mittens for soldiers. 

3 Jan. 1916 - Received 6lbs khaki wool from East Dorset Guild of Workers. Children are to 

   make into mittens for soldiers.  

21 Jan. 1916 - 50 pairs of mittens made by teachers and children sent off today. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-мпмκнκн 

CANFORD MAGNA CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LOGBOOK  

17 Sep. 1918 - 6 skeins of wool for Red Cross knitting received from Lady Wimborne. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ 5I/ {-фтκнκм 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ²ƛƳōƻǊƴŜ aƛƴǎǘŜǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфмпΦ IŜƭŘ ŀǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 

5ƻǊǎŜǘΦ 

¶ Various articles in the local press at the time tell us of the       
childrenõs knitting, amongst their other successes. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ²ƛƳōƻǊƴŜ aƛƴǎǘŜǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфмтΦ IŜƭŘ ŀǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 

5ƻǊǎŜǘΦ 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ²ƛƳōƻǊƴŜ aƛƴǎǘŜǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ aŀȅ мфмуΦ 

IŜƭŘ ŀǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΦ 

Ý 

Ý 

Ý 


